CHAPTER   XI
THE BATTLE FOR FRANCE
THE month of May turned into June and the brilliant
summer weather, which was such an advantage to
the enemy's mechanized columns and air force, continued
day after day. France waited breathlessly to learn the
result of the fighting round Dunkirk, for they knew
that once the Germans had reached the coast, they would
recommence their drive towards Paris. Hitler had
generally announced his objectives beforehand with a
violent air bombardment, and, on June 3, Paris was
bombed for the first time, over 250 people being killed.
The bombing occurred at 1.30 in tie afternoon and I
did not reach the capital until 3.30 p.m., as I was returning
from a visit to the Maginot Line with Jerome Willis
of The Evening Standard. We had seen the German
'planes go over and learnt that Paris had been bombed
on our way into the capital, but when we arrived it
took us a little time to find out what had been bombed.
No one in the Place St Michel seemed to know, when
we stopped there for a drink Finally we found someone
who had heard a report that the Renault and Citroea
works had been hit. We dashed out there to find the
former untouched but the Citroen works badly damaged.
The roads leading there were crowded with visitors,
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